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Sri Lanka has been facing unprecedented economic hardship for the past half year caused by self-
interested and irrational decisions of the leaders, which lead the country to a political crisis. It is
our sincere hope that the political leadership will overcome this situation with wisdom and
foresight and steer the country forward in this economic impass with a stable governance
system.

The constitutional process for the selection of a new President commenced with the resignation
of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. In these circumstances, we call on the government and
opposition to heed the sentiments of the people and protestors who ask for policy and political
change and to implement a time-bound common minimum program. We also call on them to
recognize that their electoral mandates have been morally and politically nullified by the people’s
struggle in which a wide cross-section of society participated that has caused the Cabinet of
Ministers to resign.

Legitimacy and stability of the government depend very much on the acceptance by the people.
The message from the ground is clear that the people want a government that is clean and
transparent and not tainted with corruption or misdeeds in the past. Therefore, we call upon -

1. Party leaders in parliament select by consensus (and not by divisive voting) the new President
and Prime Minister. To similarly select by consensus a Cabinet of Ministers of not more than
fifteen persons on the sole basis of their suitability to hold the portfoliosthat are entrusted to
them , and the respective nominees should be persons of integrity , honesty and accountability
and more civic minded so that their actions would always reflect the core values of governance.

2. Thereis a need to include the Aragalaya stakeholders in Sectoral Advisory Committeesand in
a National Policy Council as it is their sacrifice, commitment, and leadership that pave the way
for the country to evolve an accountable and transparent system of government. Furthermore
the non-inclusion of the Aragalaya stakeholders and their ideas will jeopardize the stability of the
new government and any reforms to be implemented.

3. The new government to give priority to bringing about systems change to stabilize the
economy, prepare a corruption-free economic plan, make provisions for easing the burden on
all Sri Lankans and prioritizing the most adversely affected sections of the population and
negotiate with the IMF, friendly governments, and international donors.



4. Members of Parliament and Society to jointly identify the principles and basic features of a
new constitutional democracy for the country, starting with the 21st Amendment, being mindful
of the previous flawed experiences in constitutional reform, which contributed to the current
national crises.

5. Conduct elections to the Parliament, Provincial Councils and Local Government Authorities,
and a Referendum on the abolition of the executive presidency simultaneously on the same day
where possible and within six months.

We acknowledge the positive contribution of the peaceful protest movement, praised nationally
and internationally, and applaud their decision to peacefully vacate state property and de-
escalate the heightening crisis. We call on the government not to resort to Emergency Law and
curfew to suppress the rights of the people to democratic protest but uphold the values of the
Aragalaya which hold promises for a truly democratic and egalitarian polity in a future Sri Lanka.

We urge the international community to provide the resources that would enable economic
revival in the shortest possible time and express our gratitude for the support already given.
However, the responsibility is to elect a President and Prime Minister who would give leadership
to and can attend to the democratic reforms that the people demand, and the international
community appreciates, and pragmatically address the economic recovery that is the need of the
hour.

Needless to say, this needs to be done immediately.

Ven.Prof. Agalakada Sirisumana Thero - Mahajana Sabhava
Ven. Dr. Omalpe Sobhitha Thero — Mahajana Sabhava

His Lordship Rev. Bishop Asiri Perera

The Rev. Father Rohan Silva - Center for Social and Solidarity
The Rev. Father Anura L Perera - Assembly of People

Rev. Far. Noel Dias

Prof. Shama Bannahake - University Teachers Association
Karu Jayasuriya - National Movement for Social Justice
Rohana Hettiarachchi - PAFFREL

Upekshi Fernando - March 12 Movement

Dr.Vinya Ariyarathne — Chairperson , Sarvodaya Movement
Dr.Jehan Perera — Executive Director National Peace Council
Samadhani Kiriwandeniya — Sanasa

Prasanna Elapatha — President, Sri Lanka Auditor’s Association
Udeni Dissanayake — Secretary, National Trade Union Front
Saman Rathnapriya — Government Nursing Officers Association
Thamara Dayani Hettimullage — National Trade Union Front
Ravi Kumudesh — Association of Laboratory Technicians
Attorney at Law Jeffrey Alagaratnam - Direction Sri Lanka



Prof.Prasad Katulanda - Direction Sri Lanka

Thilak Kariyawawasam — Civil Society Collective

Nadeshani Perera — Transparency International

Saman Hamangoda — Paltra

Sunil Jayasekara — National Movement for Social Justice
Visaka Dharmadasa — Association of War Affected Women and Parents of Servicemen
Missing in Action.

Nishantha Prethiraj — Deshodaya National Council

Fabian D. K. Schokman - The National Council of the YMCAs of Sri Lanka
Chameera Dedduwage — Social Activist

Daya Herath — Mothers and Daughters of Srilanka

Austine Fernando — Former sectary to the president
Mangala P Yapa — Chartered Engineer PC

Prof. Somarthna Disanayake — Film Director

Centre for Communication Training - Dr. Joe William
Attorney at Law Rajiv Amarasuriya

Christobel Saverimuttu — Co Chairperson PAFFREL
K.N.Deen - YMMA

Palitha Lihinikumara - National Movement for Social Justice
Bernard Edirisinghe

B.Gowthaman

Dhammika Muthugala

Javid Yusuf

Prof. T Jayasingam

Attorney at Law Vincent Bulathsinghe



